
September 23, 2022 

Beloved, 

Ocean View United Methodist Church continues and will continue to be a UMC 

congregation. Our focus is to keep the main thing the main thing. What is the main 

thing? The mission statement of the entire United Methodist Church is ‘To make 

disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” OVUMC expands 

that mission statement to include “and to live the Gospel so that every person 

within our reach comes to experience the love of God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit.” Friends, that’s the main thing! 

To make it crystal clear--no local church is required to vote on separation at all, 

since every UMC congregation will remain UMC. If a congregation wants to leave 

the denomination, it must follow the prescribed disaffiliation process outlined by the 

Book of Discipline and our NC Annual Conference Board of Trustees. No such 

request has been made by OVUMC, nor is one anticipated. 

The following link is to a recent video address from our Bishop Leonard Fairley to 

the NC Annual Conference. Embodied in the transcript are links that take you to 

additional resources and information about separation. 

https://nccumc.org/bishop/2022/09/from-the-bishop-what-does-the-lord-require/ 

Our OVUMC Church Council recently met and engaged in open, honest, and 

prayerful discussion together about this matter. While we represent diverse 

opinions, we still continue to be a United Methodist Church congregation. We also 

reached a consensus that we continue to engage in an intentional process that will 

help answer questions and address concerns people may have about our future as 

a local church and a denomination. This includes sharing truthful information about 

our Wesleyan heritage and The United Methodist Church while reflecting an 

openness to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. One such opportunity will be in an 

upcoming OVUMC Town Hall with our District Superintendent Tara Lain, Pastor 

Edie, and OVUMC Council chair Bev Dwane. This will be an in-person and 

live-streamed experience. The date and time are coming soon, so keep your eyes 

and ears open for that. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Edie 
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